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Christmas and Lottie
by Alysia McCord

At Christmas /me, I’d like to take the opportunity to thank and affirm those pastors, leaders, and

servants among us who are working to set goals for and give toward our yearly missions offering,

the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.

First, I’d like to assure you that your giving does amazing things to keep a long-term presence in

o6en difficult and precarious situa/ons. The need for a long-term presence in areas where

lostness is overwhelming cannot be understated. Short term missions have an important place in

mission strategy. Giving and prayer cannot be dispensed. The presence of long-term missionaries,

however, in parts of the world where 87% of the popula/on of Buddhists, Hindus, and Muslims

have not even one Christian friend,* is invaluable.  

Short term workers have great value, in sharing their skills, love, and lives with those around
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them. To make real disciples however, according to the command of Jesus, it is exponentially more

effec/ve to have a commi=ed disciple of Christ live out an incarna/onal witness among the

people group where he or she has been called, for a commi=ed length of /me, if possible. He

needs to at least a=empt to learn the language, study the culture, and become a student of the

ones he loves and wants to serve. He can then learn the true pa=erns of culture and understand

what a genuine heart that seeks to be a real disciple in that culture looks like. As he grows in love

and understanding of his host culture, and they grow in love and respect for him, those around

him help him to see where God is working. He (or she) is then able to invest where God is working,

to train real disciples, and share resources in ways that help, not hurt. To build this kind of trust

and these kind of rela/onships takes /me. The best short-term workers learn from these long-

term servants, and as they work together, their work has be=er chances of going deeper, further,

and wider.

And this support of the long-term worker as part of the strategy of evangelism and church

plan/ng is at the heart of the LMCO. The LMCO puts our missionaries where they need to be and

supports them so they can remain there. It takes an average of two years to lay the founda/on of

proper language study. The LMCO helps missionaries learn the language and con/nue to grow in

language beyond two years. Missionaries o6en face unique challenges in their areas of service,

including lack of access to reliable medical care, educa/onal needs for children, and upheavals

that no one can predict. The LMCO resources help missionaries through these challenges. Also,

importantly, the LMCO provides these resources so that these workers can share the gospel

message, and one of the most beau/ful messages of Christmas, that He has come—Emmanuel,

God with us; He came.  

And this message is what LoCe Moon told those she served in China, and her urgency to share it

comes to us in her le=ers. If you have never heard it in her own words, click here how she called

her genera/on to join her in serving on the field. She called men and women (ladies, please read

in her le=er how urgent her call to women is, and how important your voice is among the women

of the world!). And because what she said is true, s/ll we pray, s/ll we send, and s/ll, thank God,

He calls some among us to go. 

 

Therefore, thank you for your support of the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering!

* https://joshuaproject.net/resources/articles/has_everyone_heard

https://www.imb.org/about/lottie-moon/letters/#1473027990930-4f6c1482-c2ea
https://joshuaproject.net/resources/articles/has_everyone_heard


A message from Terry Sharp, IMB
Director, Convention Relations &
Diaspora Mobilization:

Our family loves to celebrate the birth of our
Savior. We sing Christmas carols, spend time
together, decorate the house and attend our
Christmas Eve service. On Christmas morning,
we read the Christmas story and open
presents.

Join me this year in remembering that the greatest present ever is the gift
of Jesus.

The greatest problem in the world is lostness. The only solution to this
problem is the gospel. Together, Southern Baptists send International
Mission Board missionaries to be steadfastly present among people and
places where Jesus is not named or known. 

The good news of Jesus Christ is truly the one thing that can bring hope,
peace, joy and love to the world.

It is a joy for us to provide these Advent devotions to you again this year.
I am grateful to Bill Langley and Jamie Work for their hard work and pray
this resource will bless you during the Advent season. May this also be a
reminder and encouragement to each of us to go and share the good
news across the street — and around the world.

Prepare for a season of hope, peace, joy and love. Download
your 2022 Advent Devotional from the International Mission Board.

https://www.imb.org/advent-devotional
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