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Excuses! Excuses!

Passage: Exodus 4:1-17
Focus: vv. 13-14

If God, Himself, came to you personally and asked you to have a key role in a world-transforming
strategy, would you do it? Absolutely! Without hesitation! No questions asked! No excuses! Right???

Moses has a reputa on of being a tough, no-holds barred, straight-forward leader, eager to serve God.
And, during the final 40 years of his life you can find a number of illustra ons that bolster that
reputa on. But, as he knelt barefoot before the burning bush, listening to God tell him, “I will send you
to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, the sons of Israel out of Egypt” (Ex. 3:10), Moses wasn’t
so sure he was ready to pack his bags.

Moses had a list of excuses (pardon me . . . “reasons”) as to why God should expand his job candidate
search:

    1) Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh? (Ex. 3:11)
    2) Who should I say sent me? (Ex. 3:13)
    3) What if they won’t believe me or listen to me? (Ex. 4:1)
    4) I have never been very eloquent; in fact, I’m slow of speech (Ex. 4:10)

God responded to each excuse (oops . . . “defense”) with a personal enabling promise: 1) I will be with
you. 2) Tell them that ‘I AM’ has sent you. 3) Show them the miracles that I will empower you to
perform. 4) I made you; I’ll be with you; I’ll give you the words to say; trust Me.

At this point, Moses was out of excuses. It was bo om-line me. He was forced to get honest with God
and himself: “Please, Lord, now send the message by whomever You will” (Ex. 4:13). Transla on . . . “I
don’t want to do it. Find someone else.” In a flash of holy anger, God replied: “I’m GOING to deliver My
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people. You WILL lead them out of Egypt. Your brother Aaron will go with you as spokesman.”

At the end of all the excuses, reasons, defenses, explana ons, and jus fica ons, comes a point when
we must get honest. Will we, or won’t we?

Think again about the opening ques on: If God, Himself, came to you personally and asked you to have
a key role in a world-transforming strategy, would you do it? Absolutely! Without hesita on! No
questions asked! No excuses! Right???

In fact, God has done just that. Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the na ons, bap zing
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
commanded you; and lo I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:19-20).

It’s all there: key role (“make disciples”), world-transforming (“of all na ons”), strategy (“go, make,
baptize, teach”). Jesus even an cipated our excuses (or, whatever you want to call them) and promised
His presence.

God, Himself, has issued the call (don’t forget, reading His Word IS hearing His voice!). It’s bo om-line
time . . . will you, or won’t you???

Note: This is the sixth in a seven-part series of devo onals, “The Life of Moses . . . the Early Chapters.”
If you missed the first five in previous issues of Dakota Happenings, email us at
fred@dakotabaptist.com and we will send you copies.

Resources for the 2022 Annie Armstrong Easter Offering & Week of Prayer for North
American Missions are going out this week. Each church will receive a packet with a few
envelopes and prayer guides, a poster, and a DVD. If you need additional envelopes or
prayer guides, please request them at the DBC website or email Bob
at office@dakotabaptist.com. The Week of Prayer is March 6-13.

Dakota Baptist CP Ambassadors meet for the first time

The first four CP Ambassadors met online in January to begin their work to learn what God is doing
around the world the work of Dakota Bap sts and through Southern Bap sts as a whole. What they
learn in the months to come will enable them to celebrate and share God’s work in their churches
and across the convention.

Willie McLaurin, Vice President of Great Commission Rela ons and Mobiliza on for the SBC, joined the
team for the first part of their mee ng. McLaurin, who was the featured speaker at last year’s DBC
annual mee ng, gave the ambassadors an overview of the Coopera ve Program. He commended them
for their passion and willingness to serve. He said the Dakotas are blazing a trail in developing CP
Ambassadors. He said that one other state conven on has a CP Ambassador strategy and three other
state conventions are laying the groundwork for their ambassadors program.

The group walked through the details on what quali es CP Ambassadors have and what CP
Ambassadors do. They also began talking about available resources to learn more about the
Cooperative Program.

The team are planning to meet again on Zoom in February and March and then quarterly a er that.
They are also going to plan an in-person meeting later in the year.

The inaugural Dakotas CP Ambassadors are: Jacob Olson (Restore Church: Yankton, SD); Karen Holmes
(First Bap st Church: Wolsey, SD and Western Way Church: Huron, SD); Sco  Bro lund (Journey
Church: Fargo, ND); and Dave Utter (Black Hills Baptist Church: Whitewood, SD). 

Each church in the Dakotas is invited to designate someone to be their CP Ambassador. To do this, send
their name, cell phone number, email address, and mailing address to Fred MacDonald at
fred@dakotabaptist.com. 
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Attached at the end of this article is a full description of the role of the CP Ambassador.

CP Ambassador
description

A Conduit for the Lord
By Sarah Dixon Young

When the Lord works in the lives of His people, He includes His people
in doing the work. 

Pastor Steve Osage has served as a conduit of the Lord’s blessings to
ministries across the Dakotas for the past twenty years, exemplifying
Philippians 2:13: “For it is God who works in you, both to will and to
work for His good pleasure.”

“God made it easy,” he says. “I would just visit the churches to find out
how they were doing and what their needs were. Then, I would call
other churches who would give. It was really amazing to be able to
connect them and watch the Lord work.”

For Osage, serving others began with his salvation in 1981. A minister came to the hospital where Osage
was recovering from a car accident and shared the Gospel. Osage con nued a lifestyle of alcohol
addic on for six more months, un l one evening, walking to the bar, he remembered the Pastor’s
words and prayed to receive Christ.

“I just passed by the bar, went home, and told my wife, ‘Let’s go to church,’” he recalls. He was
bap zed, and three years later, he became licensed to minister. He began pastoring in Oklahoma. In
1993, he and another pastor took their families and traveled to Lower Brule, SD to share the Gospel
with the Lakota people there. Thirteen people accepted Christ. 

The next year, Dakota pastor Wilbert Robertson invited Osage to travel to the Lake Traverse
Reserva on in South Dakota to do a revival. While handing out fliers, Osage encountered the spiritual
hardness of the people when one man took the flier, wadded it up, and tossed it to the ground. Later
that night, Pastor Robertson shared about the immense need of the Dakota people and about the
difficulty in reaching them with the Gospel.

Osage was intrigued. Later in the evening, he went to talk with Robertson again about the community’s
need for the Gospel.

Robertson told him, “Would you pray about serving here? I believe you could really help because you
are a real people person. I am not, but I see that in you.” Before the end of the week, Osage knew that
the Lord was calling him to the Dakotas.

His wife, Rita, wasn’t so sure; however, the Lord worked on her
heart too, and by the next Spring, they were moving, along with
their granddaughter, to pastor not one, but two congrega ons on
the Lake Traverse Reserva on: First Bap st Sisseton and Bethany
Baptist. 

In addi on to sharing the Gospel, Osage also kept an eye out for
young men he could mentor and train to be leaders in the church.
Just as Robertson had mentored him, he came alongside others.

“One of the goals Wilbert had was to train indigenous pastors.
Every church I pastored, I always picked somebody to mentor in
that direc on. I would build rela onships with them and get to
know their strengths,” Osage says.

Continue story
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The Story of Journey Church, Fargo, ND
by Dude Garrett

As you read this tle, you might be asking, “What is this
Journey Church in Fargo? What is the story?” Let me answer
that for you.

For almost twelve years the members of Temple Bap st have
supported and worked alongside Sojourn Church in the
Fargo-Moorhead metro area. Through those years those
churches have prayed for each other, found ways to serve together (doing VBS and special projects
together), helped in financial ways, and shared special services like Good Friday and Christmas
Eve. There has always been a kinship in denomina on, mission, and desire to see people find
Jesus. Although the church families were very different, there was a respect and apprecia on of each
unique ministry.

Around 2018 changes happening in Temple Bap st caused some church leaders to be concerned about
the downward trajectory of the church. In response, leaders began discussing church revitaliza on or
other ac ons the church might consider as it looked ahead. In that discussion, our DBC Execu ve
Director Garvon Golden met with Temple Bap st deacons to discuss church revitaliza on and how the
DBC could help. A er conversa ons circulated around the church and a er an extended season of
church wide prayer, Temple Bap st voted to embrace the DBC church revitaliza on process in the fall
of 2019.

Here is the definition of revitalization the DBC plan promoted: Church revitalization is doing the spiritual
work that invites a movement of God directing the church toward greater health and wholeness, leading
to growth and reproduction.

As Temple Bap st progressed through the steps of church revitaliza on, there were changes happening
at Sojourn Church too. In January of 2020, the second of the three original church plan ng pastors felt
led to resign his posi on and seek a ministry in another part of the country. As Sojourn Church was
adjus ng to this change in leadership, and as Temple Bap st was surveying the church family to lay a
founda on for revitaliza on plans, our whole country was rocked by the COVID pandemic. Services,
plans, church gatherings and a endance were disrupted. Both churches hit the “pause” bu on and
prayerfully sought the Lord for His direction in these radically changing times. 

At Temple Bap st, the church revitaliza on team was stalled. Previous plans seemed irrelevant but
openness to change was greater than ever. When the group tried to “restart” revitaliza on, there
seemed to be no clear direc on. It was me to think “outside the box.” Should Pastor Dude Garre
re re and the church seek its next pastor? Should the church close its doors and pass on its
resources? Is joining with another church an op on? In the end, a er a summer of mee ng outside on
the lawn, a er a concerted month of prayer and a er the recommenda on of the revitaliza on team,
Temple Baptist voted to seek joining another Southern Baptist Church. 

Continue story

Eagle Butte church goes on mission to Louisiana
By Ben Farrar

This August, Hurricane Ida ripped through Louisiana, leaving a vast trail of destruc on in its wake. Many

https://files.constantcontact.com/fd764d02201/100a5216-8672-48a5-9dd6-74fa2e417eb9.pdf


people’s lives were upended, and there was many millions of dollars’ worth of property damage. In
sympathy with their plight, First Bap st Church of Eagle Bu e resolved to do a mission trip (the second
in our history) to help with the rebuilding effort.

I took with me two friends of mine, Reggie Kills a Hundred and Shane Brugier. We used our church van
to drive down there, sleeping in two generous-hearted churches along the way. The Southern Bap st
Convention directed our efforts and told us where to go to serve.

Houma, Louisiana is a coastal city, about an hour outside of New Orleans. Hurricane Ida caused the city
to take heavy damage, and many suffered as a result. In that city was Christ Bap st Church, whose
Sunday School building had been completely soaked by the hurricane. For three months, the building
had remained soaked, and as a result had become eaten up with mold. They needed to have all the
sheetrock and molding ripped out and thrown away, so the framing could be treated with fungicide and
the rebuilding could begin.

The pastor of the church, who was 82 years old, had been trying to do this work all by himself. He had
worked himself to exhaus on, and desperately needed help. So, the work of demoli on fell to us. For
more than four days, we swung our hammers, pried off molding, pulled out nails, and hauled
wheelbarrows full of garbage.

We had to do all of it while wearing masks to keep the mold out of our lungs. But I was grateful for
receiving the task that we did. I’m not a skilled construc on person, but even I can swing a hammer! By
the end, we had finished both floors, and the pastor told us we had greatly exceeded his expecta ons.
He then gave us a tour of the bayou, and treated us to some delicious jambalaya!

We were all grateful for the opportunity to help in this way and thank the Lord for our safe return. And
we thank the Dakota Bap st Conven on for generously assis ng us in our effort, supplying us with the
gas money that was needed for the long journey. Blessings to you all!

Ben Farrar is pastor of First Baptist Church in Eagle Butte, SD



Living Hope surpasses Lottie Moon offering goal  

Living Hope Bap st Church in West Fargo, ND, surpassed their goal for the 2021 Lo e Moon Christmas
Offering for Interna onal Missions. In the process, they also set a new church record for giving to this
offering.

The church established a goal of $2,000. When the year ended, Living Hope members had given
$4,264. Living Hope pastor John Flowers said that the church’s previous best was $3,100.

Church planter updates 
by Buck Hill

Here are a few updates about new planters in the Dakotas:

Paul and Michelle Be s moved to Piedmont with their eight-year-old daughter to replant a church in
Piedmont, SD. Paul is currently taking part in a residency with Connec on Church in Belle Fourche, SD,
and will begin laying a foundation in Piedmont later this year.

Ryan and Natalie McGehee are moving to Custer, SD to start a new work in the spring of 2022. They are
already in contact with the remnant of Grace Family Church about star ng something new. The
McGeehees will also be in a residency program at Connection-Belle Fourche for a few months to a year.

James and Aimee Kliewer have returned to the Dakotas from Michigan. They currently live in Sioux
Falls and are planning to start a new work in Brookings some me in 2023. They are doing their
residency with Connec on Church in Sioux Falls. James volunteered as a youth pastor and an associate
pastor with three different churches in South Dakota while he was in college and in his first few years
after graduating from School of Mines in Rapid City before moving to Michigan.

Moses and Oyebisi Orukotan are going for their church planter assessment March 1-2. The Orukotans
are looking to start a new work in Fargo, ND. Their sending church is Northland Church in Fargo, which
is where they will do their residency.

Buck Hill is the Send Networks Dakotas Director with NAMB and also serves as the DBC State Missions
Director
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